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BAGHDAD 

1. ACTION ADDRESSEES SHOULD INFORM HOST GOVERNMENTS THAT, 

IN RESPONSE TO OUR PROPOSAL, THE IRAQIS AGREED TO RECEIVE 
UNDER SECRETARY HABIB TO DISCUSS IMPROVEMENTS IN US-IRAQI 
RELATIONS. HABIB HAD A TWO-HOUR MEETING WITH EOREIGN 
MINISTER HAMMADI ON MAY 16. THE ATMOSPHERE WAS CORDIAL. 
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HABIB STRESSED THAT HE WAS IN BAGHDAD TO LISTEN TO IRAQI 
VIEWS AS WELL AS TO EXPLAIN U.S. POSITIONS. 

2. HABIB DESCRIBED THE U.S. INTEREST IN NORMALIZING 
U.S.-IRAQI RELATIONS AND PROVIDED A DETAILED EXPLANATION OP 
THE STEPS THE U.S. HAD UNDERTAKEN IN ATTEMPTING TO BRING 
ABOUT AN ARAB-ISRAELI SETTLEMENT. HE NOTED THAT WE HAD 
BEEN ENCOURAGED THAT ALL PARTIES TO THE CONPLICT NOW SEEMED 
TO BELIEVE THAT A PEACEPUL SETTLEMENT WOULD BE IN THEIR 
INTEREST. 

3. HAMMADI INDICATED THAT IRAQ SHARED THE U.S. VIEWS THAT 
AN EXCHANGE OP IDEAS ON ISSUES COULD BE USEPUL. HE 
INDICATED, HOWEVER, THAT IRAQ WAS NOT YET READY TO RESUME 

DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. BEFORE DOING SO, HE SAID, IRAQ 
WANTED TO SEE EVIDENCE OP A SIGNIPICANT CHANGE IN THE U.S. 
POLICY OP HOSTILITY TOWARD THE ARABS WITH REGARD TO ARAB- 
ISRAELI ISSUES. IRAQ WOULD ALSO NEED EVIDENCE, HE SAID, 

THAT THE U.S. WAS NOT INTERPERING IN IRAQ'S INTERNAL 
APFAIRS. 

4. HABIB PROVIDED UNEQUIVOCAL ASSURANCES THAT THE U.S. 

DOES NOT AND WILL NOT INTERPERE IN IRAQ'S INTERNAL AP- 
PAIRS. HE NOTED SPECIPICALLY THAT THE U.S. WAS NOT NOW 
SUPPORTING AND WILL NOT IN THE FUTURE SUPPORT ANY KURDISH 
DISSIDENT ACTIVITIES AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT OF IRAQ AND 
THAT THIS ISSUE SHOULD NO LONGER BE AN ELEMENT APPECTING 
BILATERAL RELATIONS. 
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5. HABIB REIECTED THE CHARGE THAT THE U.S. HAS BEEN 
HOSTILE TOWARD THE ARAB NATION. U.S. POLICIES, HE SAID, 

WERE CONSISTENT WITH THE DEVELOPMENT AND ASPIRATIONS OP 
THE ARAB WORLD. HAMMADI REMAINED SKEPTICAL THAT A MIDDLE 
EAST SETTLEMENT COULD BE ACHIEVED GIVEN THE WIDE DIPFER- 
ENCES BETWEEN ISRAELI AND ARAB VIEWS. 

6. WE DID NOT EXPECT DRAMATIC RESULTS PROM THIS MEETING 
BUT ARE HOPEPUL THAT A THAW IN U.S.-IRAQI RELATIONS WILL 
NOW BE CONSIDERED SERIOUSLY BY THE IRAQI LEADERSHIP. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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